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“MANITOBA OPENS U-18 NATIONALS WITH A VICTORY”
Napanee, ON

Manitoba and British Columbia opened the 2008 National Women’s U-18 Championships with Team Manitoba coming out with a 3-2 victory.  Manitoba greatly outplayed BC from the outset, however it was BC striking first with a 1-0 lead early in the first period.  Manitoba maintained steady pressure and tied the game on the power-play with a goal from Kristine Grenier assisted by Katie Wilson.

After a scoreless second period, Manitoba increased the pace in the third period and took the lead when Brittany Phillips set up Breann Frykas who put the puck top-shelf past the BC net minder for a 2-1 lead.  Manitoba notched another power-play goal by Brittany Phillips with goal off of a scramble in front of the BC crease.  BC scored on the power-play late, but Manitoba was able to hold off the attack and finish with a 3-2 win.

Manitoba out shot BC 54-22, largely due to the great speed generated on the forecheck and in transition.  Team BC defence did an excellent job of collapsing in front of the net to limit scoring opportunities that kept the score close throughout the match.

Team captain, Brittany Phillips, attributes the win to “hard work and good team play” and as Team Manitoba prepares for their next game versus Team Quebec she states “we’ll need to continue to work hard, play good defensively, and stay our of the penalty box.”  Manitoba now focuses on Quebec which takes place Thursday, Nov 6th, puck drop 5PM EST.

For daily Team Manitoba game updates please visit http://www.hockeymanitoba.mb.ca/teammanitoba08.php.
This page will be the Team Manitoba Online Headquarters for news, updates, and detailed game summaries during the National Women’s U-18 Championships.  Press releases will also be sent from the Nationals to local media on a regular basis, Nov 4th – 10th. 
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